
PETALING JAYA: Sexual 
harassment at the workplace 
ranges from the subtle to the 
vulgar, from words to deeds. 

It can be a suggestive remark or a lewd 
joke that causes discomfort, or a touch 
that lingers a little too long. In the worst 
case scenario, it sinks into angling for 
sexual favours in exchange for a positive 
performance appraisal. 

Sexual harassment has prevailed for 
as long as men and women have worked 
together but in many countries, such as 
Malaysia, not enough has been done to 
address the problem. 

“Existing laws are simply inadequate 
to address sexual harassment, nor 
provide justice or meaningful redress for 
victims,” Nadiah Nazri, a member of the 
Kuala Lumpur Bar Committee’s Gender, 
Equality and Diversity Committee, told 
theSun. 

The Employment Act (EA) and the 
Penal Code, which are the current 
safeguards, are inadequate, she pointed 
out. 

“Owing to the criminal nature of the 
Penal Code, there is a high burden of 
proof that does not address the 
concerns unique to sexual 
harassment at the workplace,” she 
added. 

The EA does not provide the 
victim the right to maintain a legal 

suit against the perpetrator, nor are there 
safeguards against emotional and 
psychological harm to the victim.  

Furthermore, she said the EA does 
not apply to anyone who does not have 
an employment contract. 

Nadiah stressed that men can be 
equally vulnerable to sexual harassment. 

“Anyone can be affected as long as 
there is a prevalence of power 
imbalance, toxic masculinity and the 
rape culture. Unfortunately for men, this 
may lead to an unjust assumption that 
they must accept or appreciate all types 
of suggestive or sexual overtures they 
receive.” 

“This causes many men to become 
victims of sexual harassment,” she 
added. 

Nadiah was commenting on a 
statement by Women, Family, and 
Community Development Minister 
Datuk Seri Rina Mohd Harun that the 
Anti-Sexual Harassment Bill will be 
tabled in Parliament this year. 

In an immediate response to Rina’s 
announcement, the Joint Action Group 
for Gender Equality (JAG) described 
sexual harassment in Malaysia as 
“prevalent” and that it is detrimental to 
people and society. 

It also agreed that current laws are 
ineffective in combating sexual 
harassment. 

JAG is a coalition of 14 women’s 
rights organisations in Peninsular 

Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 
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Use social media 
wisely, civil servants told
KUALA LUMPUR: There were approximately 
28 million social media users in Malaysia as of 
January, according to Communications and 
Multimedia Ministry secretary-general Datuk 
Seri Mohammad Mentek. 

He said the number had increased by two 
million since last year, believed to be due to 
movement control orders (MCO) that resulted 
in people staying home more. 

“Internet usage has been on the rise since 
the MCO, and social media users made up 86% 
of the population in January,” he said during the 
Bicara Eksklusif: Kuasa Media Sosial Perangkap 
Atau Pemangkin programme, that was 
streamed live on Facebook yesterday. 

Mohammad said civil servants need to 
understand and be clear on how to use social 
media, especially the difference between 
performing official duties and personal use, 
adding that they should use social media wisely 
to ensure that their duties can be performed 
smoothly and responsibly. 

“Being a civil servant does not mean that we 
can make comments on social media without 
discretion outside working hours. 

“We are members of the public service. So, 
we cannot say that the comments were personal 
and has nothing to do with our official job.” 

He added that civil servants were not 
politicians and thus, should uphold and abide 
by the policies of the government of the day. 

Mohammad also encouraged the public to 
follow his official social media channel and 
those of Minister Tan Sri Annuar Musa and 
Deputy Minister Datuk Zahidi Zainul Abidin for 
information on the latest developments in the 
country and programmes implemented by the 
government. – Bernama

RM10 million for drug rehabilitation efforts
KUALA LUMPUR: The Home Ministry is 
requesting a special allocation of RM10 
million under Budget 2022 to enhance 
activities and efforts for the recovery of former 
drug addicts in the country. 

Its minister Datuk Seri Hamzah Zainudin 
said yesterday the allocation would facilitate a 
new initiative introduced by the National 
Anti-Drug Agency to assist individuals who 
have received treatment and completed 
rehabilitation under the agency. 

He said 30 mentors have been appointed 
to be role models for the individuals in the 
programme. 

“This approach will indirectly provide 
awareness and encouragement to individuals 
involved in drug abuse to voluntarily go for 
treatment at facilities provided by the 
government, especially at the agency. 

“The issue of drug abuse needs to be 
addressed using an integrated, multi-
disciplinary, mutually supportive and 

balanced approach, between reducing 
demand and supply,” he said. 

Hamzah added that it was one of the 
Home Ministry’s efforts through the agency to 
mobilise efforts and recognise the potential of 
volunteerism as shown by community 
leaders, non-governmental organisations and 
and former addicts. 

He added that as of Aug 31, 47,863 people 
have received treatment and rehabilitation at 
the agency’s facilities nationwide. – Bernama

‘Awareness, de-stigmatisation initiatives needed to make it work’
National Council for Women’s 

Organisations (NCWO) president 
Tan Sri Sharifah Hapsah Syed 
Hasan Shahabudin agreed that 
any legislation on sexual 
harassment should protect 
both genders. 

“While it is widely 
acknowledged that women are largely 
the victims, men too can be sexually 

harassed at the workplace.” 
She pointed out that the 

changes in government over 
the past three years and the 
need to address the 
pandemic have over-

shadowed the urgency for a 
sexual harassment Bill. 

“We at NCWO wish to stress the 
importance of tabling this Bill and we 

hope there will be no further delays.” 
Ypolitics, a non-partisan youth-led 

initiative that strives to raise political 
awareness among young Malaysians, 
pointed to what it refers as 
“loopholes” in the legislative 
framework, one of which is the lack of 
thinking put into the need for equal 
protection for those engaged in 
remote or off-site work. 

Its representative Nithiyah 
Tamilwanan said the proposed 
legislation would have to address 
these flaws. 

She said the legislation would also 
be ineffective unless it was 
accompanied by public awareness 
and de-stigmatisation initiatives. 

However, the Malaysian 
Employers Federation (MEF) said 

more debate and consultation are 
needed. 

MEF president Datuk Dr Syed 
Hussain Syed Husman said there still 
remains several issues that need to be 
worked out to clear up any 
misunderstanding, particularly in 
areas dealing with the workplace as 
well as employer-employee 
relationship.
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DIGITAL PLAN IN PERAK 
IPOH: Implementation of the National 
Digital Network (Jendela) plan in Perak will 
involve the construction of 171 new 
telecommunication towers and upgrading 
of 1,754 communication transmitters. Perak 
Youth, Sports, Communications and 
Multimedia Committee chairman Khairul 
Shahril Mohamed said the plan would also 
involve providing fixed line fibre optic access 
to 252,475 premises in the state. “The plan 
focuses on strengthening digital 
infrastructure by building new sites, 
upgrading existing transmitter stations to 
4G technology, as well as providing fibre 
optic access at premises nationwide in 
preparation for the country’s transition to 5G 
technology.“ He said the state government is 
committed and will provide full cooperation 
to ensure proposals that have been 
approved at the central level are applied in 
the state. – Bernama 
 
NEW LAW ON REHABILITATION 
KUALA LUMPUR: The Home Ministry and the 
National Anti-Drug Agency (Nada) have 
drafted the Drug and Substances Abuse 
(Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation) 
Bill to replace the Drug Dependants 
(Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act 1983. Its 
minister Datuk Seri Hamzah Zainudin said 
before tabling the Bill in Parliament, the 
ministry would allocate sufficient time to 
hold an engagement session to get 
comprehensive feedback from all 
stakeholders, including non-governmental 
organisations. “This is to ensure that the new 
Act will have a more comprehensive and 
structured legal aspect, and enable more 
drug and substance abuse addicts to receive 
appropriate treatment and rehabilitation.”  
Hamzah added that cooperation from all 
parties was needed to enable former drug 
addicts to remain enthusiastic and resilient 
to stay healthy and away from drugs.  
– Bernama

Paying more for less

PETALING JAYA: At the market, consumers 
are now getting a lot less than they used to. 

The prices of almost all items, from fish to 
vegetables, have risen significantly over the 
past few weeks. 

But as far as the suppliers are concerned, 
the price increase is inevitable, given that the 
Covid-19 pandemic and movement 
restrictions have curtailed production. 

Consumers Association of Penang (CAP) 
president Mohideen Abdul Kader said prices 
are “out of control”. 

Data compiled by CAP showed that the 
price of chicken at the market has risen from 
RM9 to RM10 per kilogramme since late 
August and traders have indicated that prices 
will rise further in the coming weeks. 

Greens also cost more now. The price per 
kilogramme of ladies fingers has risen from 
RM7 to RM10 while the price of sawi is up 
from RM4.50 to RM6 and for tomatoes, it has 
risen from RM5 to RM7. 

The per kilogramme price of cili padi has 
also gone up from RM7 to RM9 while the price 
of red chillies is RM25 now, up from RM20 
previously and the price of carrots is RM6, up 
from RM4. 

The per kilogramme price of chicken has risen by RM1 since late August, with further hikes expected in coming weeks. – ASYRAF RASID/THESUN

oPrice hikes at the market blamed on pandemic-induced 
conditions, govt urged to help
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Mohideen attributed the increase to a drop 
in production caused by the pandemic. 

“Farmers have shrunk their farms and 
reduced the varieties of crops they cultivate.” 

He said there has also been a decline in 
fish landings as a labour shortage resulted in 
fewer vessels going out to sea, while livestock 
production has also dropped. 

Mohideen added that as domestic food 
production drops, reliance on imports will 
rise and this will have a negative impact on 
the economy and the value of the ringgit. 

“This also puts us at the mercy of supplying 
countries.” 

He said current conditions on the sale of 
meat have also contributed to price increases.  

“For instance, the regulations require that 
only dressed chicken is sold, eliminating the 
practice of on-the-spot slaughtering at the 
market.” 

He said this has led to another level in the 
supply chain – the middlemen party 
slaughtering the chicken and keeping 
supplies in storage before delivery to markets 
or supermarkets.  

“That also adds to the retail price.” 
Mohideen said chicken and eggs are 

among the cheapest sources of protein and if 
the Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs 
Ministry does not act to rein in prices, 

consumers will be deprived of this option. 
Federation of Malaysian Consumers 

Associations chief executive officer Saravanan 
Thambirajah said apart from a list of essential 
items, the prices of food are determined by 
market forces. 

“Consumer goods such as sugar, wheat 
flour, cooking oil, fertilisers and kerosene are 
declared as controlled items under the 
Control and Supply Act and specified under 
the Control of Supply Regulations,” Saravanan 
said, adding that other than items specified, 
consumers will have to pay the market price. 

He said the government could help by 
offering subsidies to farmers for now to help 
them overcome their current difficulties. 

“We must also remove the middleman or 
agent in the supply chain. Enable farmers to 
sell their products directly to the market. 
Improve the logistics of transporting food to 
the market,” he added. 

Founder of The Urban Farmer Malaysia, 
Balan Nadarajan, said farmers end up 
incurring enormous losses whenever there is 
a disruption in the supply chain, putting them 
at the losing end. 

“I believe the stakeholders should agree on 
a middle ground where both parties benefit. 
This will be beneficial to all, especially those 
in the lower income group.” 

He said while prices of some items have 
risen, people could still get a good bargain 
during the pandemic, a situation he described 
as “intriguing”. 

“What matters is that as customers, we 
should buy only what we need,” he added.


